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1 50 Reviews of Books 

1039, evidently seems to be the only proper device for a definitive edi- 
tion of a classic whose words are thus forever fixed, embalmed, and 
sacred to a particular place within the whole. To others it may appear 
an almost excessive stretch of the definitive spirit, whose advantages are 
overbalanced by its inconveniences. But, whatever the criticisms, one 
fact remains, this is an edition not merely worthy of the text but one 
which is likely to be henceforth regarded as the " standard " Macaulay. 

W. C. Abbott. 

The Life of Charles Third Earl of Stanhope. Commenced by Ghita 
Stanhope, revised and completed by G. P. Gooch. (London, 
New York, Bombay, and Calcutta : Longmans, Green, and Com- 
pany. 1914. Pp. vi, 286.) 

Mr. Gooch, at the request of the Hon. and Mrs. Henry Stanhope, 
presents in this volume the completed biography of the third Earl Stan- 
hope which was begun by their daughter and the earl's great-great- 
granddaughter, the late Ghita Stanhope, and left unfinished at her 
death. It is unlikely that this book fairly represents the abilities of 
either of the collaborating authors, and it is difficult under the circum- 
stances to ascribe praise or blame. The first six chapters, which bring 
Stanhope to the French Revolution and to his break with his brother-in- 
law, Pitt, were practically complete at the death of the projector of 
the work. These chapters are much like the numerous biographies that , 
were published in the mid-Victorian period for the primary purpose of 
exploiting family papers or paying tribute to the memory of a distin- 
guished relative of the author. In this case the latter purpose predom- 
inates, and. the family papers have yielded few documents that will be of 
material use to the students of the history of the time. The tenth chap- 
ter, entitled Steamboats and Canals, which is likewise largely the 
work of Miss Stanhope, "embodies", Mr. Gooch tells us, "the results 
of prolonged research, and forms a valuable contribution to the history 
of naval construction and administration". Even this chapter contains 
no novel points of importance and merely serves to illustrate the exag- 
gerated conservatism which in that period characterized the manage- 
ment of British naval affairs and of the British government in general. 

The remaining chapters of the book are from the pen of Mr. Gooch, 
who is more familiar with the general history of Stanhope's time, and 
therefore writes with a surer touch than did his collaborator. He traces 
the career of the eccentric nobleman as a sympathizer with the principles 
of the French Revolution, an opponent of the war with France, and a 
consistent supporter of liberal views of religion and politics in England, 
concluding with a notice of his activities as an inventor and some refer- 
ences to his unfortunate domestic experiences. A majority of the nu- 
merous letters which Mr. Gooch quotes at length were already accessible 
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in print, and few of those he has gleaned from the manuscripts at Chev- 
ening and Holland House will be of much service to students of history. 
Both of the authors are careless and inconsistent in their citations to 
authorities. References appear, for example, to " Pitt Papers " (pp. 234, 
2 3S). "Chatham Papers" (pp. 21, 38, 232), and "Chatham Correspond- 
ence" (p. 23), with no indication of page or bundle. We are referred 
to "Stanhope Papers", "Chevening Papers", and "Chevening MSS.", 
with nothing to indicate whether they are one and the same. There is 
one citation to "Rutland MSS.", with nothing to indicate the volume, 
page, or manner of publication of that collection of papers (the letter 
cited is in the printed calendar). There are instances also of careless- 
ness or errors both in the use of language and the statement of fact. 
For example, Pitt did not " emphatically decline " (p. 53) to be asso- 
ciated with Shelburne in attacking North's party in the early months of 
1783, and the use of the single word " Chancellor " to indicate the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer is questionable to say the least. 

William Thomas Laprade. 

Le Congres de Rastatt, 11 Juin 1798-28 Avril 1799. Correspon- 
dance et Documents publies pour la Societe d'Histoire Contem- 
poraine par MM. P. Montarlot et L. Pingaud. Tome III. 
(Paris: Alphonse Picard et Fils. 1913. Pp. 419.) 

With thirty-seven Debry and thirty-two Roberjot letters, dating 
from the outbreak of war with Austria to the assassinations (April 28, 
1799), this volume completes a total of three hundred such items, cov- 
ering the 322 days of residence of Debry and Roberjot at the con- 
gress (vols. I. and II., reviewed XVIII. 398, 624). The ninety-eight 
letters from Roberjot to Talleyrand reveal a faithful, modest diplomat 
who was the working member of the commission (see III. 150), and 
are the main contribution of these volumes. The 178 Debry letters 
constantly disclose the politician in the diplomat's guise, with his weari- 
some drivel about serving his country; with his know-it-all budgets of 
gossip diplomatic, punctuated with observations drawn from his crude, 
sleek self-assurance; and with his growing solicitude for his political 
future and even his personal safety (III. 147-149). The correspond- 
ence in this volume covers a period of waiting that was possibly as 
malign as watchful, as the letters do not quite conceal; and the com- 
missioners themselves must share with the Directory the responsibility 
for such unprotected pursuit of dangerous business on the edge of the 
war zone through more than two months. It is small wonder that, 
when the Austrians arrived with orders to expel them, the matter came 
to a bloody issue. 

With regard to the crime, this volume contains seventy-seven items, 
mostly Debry papers, newly published but trivial in value. The really 
important items are a few translations of documents published in the 



